Leewood K-8 Center

Language Arts Grade 6 Syllabus

2019-2020
Mrs. Granja

LGranja@dadeschools.net
Dear Students and Parents:

Welcome to your 6th grade Language Arts class!  As you are aware, this is an important year as you embark on your middle school career!  I expect all of my students to work to their maximum potential.  This year will bring new challenges as we read novels, short stories, and poems through a variety of literary genres.  We will also be writing persuasive, narrative, and informative essays with textual support from multiple sources.  Students will have exciting and rigorous projects to coincide with the novels we are reading.  Together, we will strengthen our reading and writing skills to achieve learning gains on the Florida Standards Assessment.  

You are now young adults, and your classroom behavior should reflect this.  I give my students respect, and expect nothing less in return.  Disruptive behavior not only inhibits your education, but also interferes with the learning process for the rest of the class, and therefore, will not be tolerated.  The cardinal rule of treat others how you would like to be treated will be strictly enforced.

Please read the course syllabus and return the last page with a parent signature by Thursday, August 22nd for a grade.  I am looking forward to an amazing year!  Good luck in Language Arts!

Mrs. Granja

Required Materials for Language Arts – Upper Academy
300 sheets of wide-ruled paper (estimation)
1 half inch three ring binder for Language Arts (larger if sharing with other subjects)
3 Dividers:  Reading, Writing, and Homework
1 Composition Book or Spiral Notebook for a Reading Journal (labeled with name)
1 folder with pockets for a Writing Portfolio (labeled with name)
Independent silent reading novel – available in our media center or a book store
1 pack of #2 pencils

1 pack of blue or black pens

1 box of crayons or colored pencils

1 zippered supply pouch

1 pencil sharpener with a cover 
3 red pens

4 highlighters of assorted colors

1 pack of lined index cards (4 x 6)
1 small glue stick

1 pair of blunt tip scissors

1 ruler (may be left at home)
1 dictionary (may be left at home)
1 thesaurus (may be left at home)
1 Flash drive (this may be used for multiple subjects)

1 pair of headphones or ear buds for classroom use (an inexpensive set to be kept in backpack)
Please label all supplies and replenish them as needed.

Required Book
Sixth Grade:
-The Giver by Lois Lowry
Supply Wish List for Classroom 
1 box of tissues

1 container of disinfecting wipes or baby wipes
Photocopy Paper 

Course Objectives

Students will be able to:

A. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text
B. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

C. Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.

D. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone
E. Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., fictional stories, poems, historical novels, nonfiction, mythology, science fiction, biographies, essays, and folk tales) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.
F. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to

listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch.

G. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims from text; distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.

H. Write persuasive, expository, narrative, informative essays, and poems drawing from personal experiences with added support from multiple sources of information, while using proper quotation techniques.
I. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.
Class Policies

A. All assignments must be submitted on time, or late work will be penalized.  The only exception is an excused absence.
B. When a student has an excused absence, he or she is responsible for any missed work.  The missed work must be completed and turned in within the same amount of time frame the student was absent.  Absences and tardies will seriously affect your academic progress.  It is difficult to make-up valuable class discussions, which can lead to a student falling behind.  
C. Home learning assignments must be completed.  Home learning assignments may be graded for completeness or correctness.  Failure to complete a homework assignment results in a Homework Alert placed in the student’s folder which may result in a lower effort and academic grade.
D. Students will be required to read an additional 30 minutes every night

Behavior Policies

All students are expected to:

A. Be in the assigned seat before class begins.
B. Bring required materials daily.

C. Raise their hands and wait to be recognized before speaking or     leaving their seat.

D. Participate in classroom discussions.

E. Stay on task while working with groups or in designated learning centers.

F. Refrain from eating, drinking, or chewing gum.

Consequences

A. Verbal warning (Please check notes in gradebook because I often write notes regarding behavior problems.)
B. Conduct Grade Lowered

C. Lunch detention or before school detention
D. Parent contacted via phone call or e-mail
E. Parent-teacher conference

 Grading Policies


In addition to regular classwork, each marking period will contain tests, pop quizzes and projects based on the assigned novels and textbook.  Students will also be graded on group work and assignments completed in centers. As we finish each novel, we will have a cumulative exam.  Students will also be required to complete essays which will be graded according to the Florida Standards Assessment Rubric.  A homework grade will also be given out at the end of the nine week period.  Each student starts out with an A and the grade is lowered for every two assignments that are missed.

Extra credit opportunities will be awarded throughout the nine-week period and all students will be notified of these assignments.  All grades on the report card are final.  Each student should take full advantage of each extra credit opportunity as they arise, and should not ask after the grades have been awarded for extra credit opportunities.


Homework and graded assignments must be submitted on time.  Work will be lowered a letter grade for each day that it is late, unless it is the result of an excused absence.  Failure to turn in an assignment when it is due results in the grade of a Zero.  Failure to complete homework results in a lower homework grade, and also impacts his/her effort grade. 
The following Miami-Dade Grading Scale will be used:

90-100%
A 

89-80%
B 

79-70%
C

69-60%
D

Less than 60%
F

Conduct Grades

Conduct grades will be assigned using the scale below, which is based on the number of conduct cuts given.  Each student starts the nine-week period with an “A” in conduct.  Conduct cuts are given for the following infractions:  Being off task, talking out of turn, out of seat without permission, unsatisfactory tardy to class (the first will be a verbal warning), disrespectful behavior to the teacher or other students, and any other behavior deemed inappropriate.  The scale below lists the grades that will be given based on the number of conduct cuts given.  Students have the ability to raise their conduct grade by displaying exceptional behavior (it will be the teacher’s decision to raise the grade based on this behavior).  
The conduct scale is based on the following:

0-2 conduct cuts

A

3-4 conduct cuts

B

5-6 conduct cuts

C

7-8 conduct cuts

D

9 or more conduct cuts
F

Effort Grade

The effort grade will be assigned based on student completing all graded assignments, home learning assignments, and class participation.  The following scale will be used based on the number of missing assignments.  Classroom participation and attitude can help raise or lower a student’s effort grade.
0-2 missed graded assignments 

1

3-5 missed graded assignments

2

6 or more missed graded assignments 
3

Homework Grade
Some homework is graded for accuracy and effort, while other homework is checked for completeness.  Not all homework may be graded, so a homework grade will be issued at the end of each nine weeks to reward those students who are doing their homework.  This grade can either help or hurt a child’s nine week grade. The following scale will be used:

0-2 


incomplete homework assignments

A
3-4 


incomplete homework assignments 

B
5-6


incomplete homework assignments

C
7-8


incomplete homework assignments 

D
9 or more
incomplete homework assignments 

F
I-Ready
Students will be using a computer program called I-Ready Diagnostic & Instruction.  Students will take a diagnostic test in the beginning of the school year which will place them on the appropriate reading level.  I-Ready focuses on the following areas:  phonological awareness, phonics, high-frequency words, vocabulary, and comprehension.  Students will have homework each week with this computer program.  I will be sending home a letter explaining whether your child is reading on grade level or below, and how many minutes of I-ready he/she needs to complete each week for homework.  

If a student does not have access to a computer at home, he/she can use my classroom computers before school, as well as the computers in the library.  If a student does not complete any I-Ready lessons for one week, a Zero will be given. Parents can Login with your child’s Username and Password, and view your child’s “My Progress” box.  Click on “Detail” to see your child’s progress by each skill domain and standard.  Clicking on “Summary” shows the number of lessons passed and game credits earned.  Lessons are due by Monday morning of each week.
Contact Information

Email is the best way to contact me at LGranja@dadeschools.net and I will be more than happy to answer any questions or concerns you may have.  It is very important to have parental involvement for your child to succeed, and I am always willing to meet and discuss your child’s progress and offer ideas on how we can strengthen your child’s reading and writing skills at home, as well as in the classroom.

Please visit the Language Arts website:

https://leewoodenglish.educatorpages.com/
Please complete this form and return it to me by
 Thursday, August 22nd for a grade.

Mrs. Granja’s Policies and Procedures

Language Arts Grade 6

2019-2020
I acknowledge that I have read and discussed these policies and procedures with my child.

Student’s Name_______________________________  

Parent’s Name_________________________________

Parent’s Signature_______________________________

Date Signed____________________________________

Contact Information

Mother’s Name (or guardian):

Mother’s e-mail:

Mother’s phone number (best number to reach you):
Father’s Name (or guardian):

Father’s e-mail:

Father’s phone number (best number to reach you):

